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Project-Rationale

. The City of Hamilton encompasses parts
of seven distinct physiographic regions.

. Two major forest regions (Eastern
deciduous and Great Lakéd. Lawrence
forest) provide high species diversity.
Many species at their southern or
northern ranges.

- Aguatic, wetland, and terrestrial
ecosystems are represented within the
City limits.



Project-Rationale-cont:

- Natural areas in Hamilton incorporate
diverse natural features and serve
important ecological and hydrological
functions.

- A highly urbanized and rural landscape
has left many of these natural areas
fragmented and/or degraded. This has at
Impact on species diversity, the presence
of exotic species, and quality of habitat.



Project-Rationale-cont:

. Natural Areas Inventories

BTo examine and update existing natural area
to see If conditions have changed within ther

BTo find and report new and existing species ¢
risk
BTo obtain plant community information using

t he MNROs ecol ogi cal
protocol

BTo incorporate all data into a geographic
Information system (GIS)



History

- 1In 1976,

‘Ba review of existing natural areas mformatlon
was summarized biycologisticand
recommendations for environmentally
significant areas were made to the Region.

- In 1990-91,

‘Ba Natural Areas Inventory was completed in
HamiltonWentworth under the supervision
of the Hami |l ton Natu



History,cont.

- resulting In,
B92 natural areas inventoried; &

Batwov o | u me-ofthert att er a e
report including site summaries, flora and
fauna checklists, and watershed summaries;

‘Ba database and technical library supporting
this report;

Bhardcopy maps of these natural areas
displaying their boundaries, significant specie
ocations, and some vegetation communities

BThis report also formed the basis for the

Regl onds designati on
Plan.




History,cont.

In 2003, L ,ﬁ

Banother natural areas inventory (called Nature Counts)
was comPIeted collaboratively by the City of Hamilton,

Hami |l t on Naturalilstso CIlub
Conservation Authority.
resulting In,

Ba two-volume final report entitled the Nature Counts
Project: Hamilton Natural Areas Inventory which included
site summaries with site evaluations and.
][ecommendatlons, and annotated checklists of flora and
auna,

Bupdated MS Access and GIS natural areas databases

BGISbased mapping of natural areas boundaries, Ecologic:
E_ancti_ Classification vegetation units, and rare species
ocations

Bthe Atlas of the Mammals of Hamilton



Natural Areas 4nventory
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2011 Natural Areas

Copetown Ballpark Woodlot
(ANCA 05)

Tiffany Creek Headwaters
(ANCA 13)

DundasValley (DUND 14)

Bor er &eck Ehapell s
(DUND 16)

Sheffield Complex (FLAM 17)
Beverly Swamp (FLAM 23)

StrabanéNorth Wetlands
(FLAM 31)

VinemountQuarry (STCK
74)

Spencer Gorge (FLAM 41)

Van Wagner 0s
Marshes (HAMI 61)

StoneyCreek Ravine (HAMI
62)

Hamilton Harbour (HAMI 66)

SaltfleetNortheast Woods
(STCK 71)

Valens CA (FLAM 21)

Fletcher Creek Swamp
(FLAM 24)

Westover Southwest
Complex (FLAM 94)
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Natural Areas Inventory
HCA 2011 Study Areas
(| Hamilton City Boundary
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ProjectctUpdate

. 2011 Fields Season

BELC

3 ESAOGS were sur ve
1 1446 ha surveyed

Dundas Valley
1 72% completed
1 214 unique polygons

Hamilton Harbour

1 100% completed LaSalle Park
1 6 unique polygons
Straban&\etlands

1 91% complete
1 43 unique polygons




